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MATINS

PASTORAL GREETING

Stand

HYMN OF INVOCATION

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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OPENING SENTENCES

 Psalm 51:15

 Psalm 70:1
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Light the Candle J. Vajda, C. Schalk
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PSALMODY

Antiphon for Advent

VENITE ~ O Come, Let Us Sing Psalm 95:1-7
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Antiphon for Advent

Sit
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OFFICE HYMN

571 God Love the World So That He Gave

READINGS

OLD TESTAMENT ~ Isaiah 40:21-28

21 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he
who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who
stretches out the heavens like a curtain,  and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
23 who  brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 
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24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the
earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like
stubble. 25 To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the
Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings
out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might and
because he is strong in power, not one is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and
speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by
my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable.

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE ~ Colossians 2:1-9

1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at
Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be
encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one
may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in
Christ. 

6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.

A O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL ~ Luke 1:26-28

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
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26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”

SERMON ~ “The Mystery of God in the Manger” Is. 40:21-28; Col. 2:1-9; Luke 1:26-28

Stand

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7

C Amen.

CANTICLE
BENEDICTUS
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PRAYER

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47

LORD'S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen  Matthew 6:9-13

COLLECTS

1 Timothy 4:22

Collect of the Day

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.
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Collect for Grace

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day.  Defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

 [Psalm 103:1]

BENEDICTION  2 Corinthians 13:14

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Stand

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.  [Hebrews 10:22]

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is good and right so to do.
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The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN - 346 When All the World Was Cursed
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P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death for
your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for
you for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen

P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

As soon as you have communed, please exit via the side aisle and return to your vehicle.  God
bless you and keep you safe and healthy.

T Soli Deo Gloria  T

Acknowledgments
Matins, hymns, and Communion Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

18


